Was Teen Guitarist The Clash's Secret
Weapon? Meet Keith Levene, Punk's Unsung
Hero

In the annals of punk rock history, The Clash stand as one of the most
iconic and influential bands of all time. Their music was a potent mix of
punk energy, reggae rhythms, and political consciousness, and their songs
have inspired generations of fans.

But what many people don't know is that the band's sound was heavily
influenced by a teenage guitarist named Keith Levene. Levene was a
member of The Clash for only a brief period in 1976, but his playing on the
band's debut album laid the foundation for their signature sound.
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Levene was born in London in 1957. He started playing guitar at a young
age, and by the time he was a teenager, he was already a proficient
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musician. In 1976, he joined The Clash, and his unique style of playing
quickly became an essential part of the band's sound.

Levene's playing was characterized by its angular rhythms, dissonant
chords, and use of feedback. He was also a master of improvisation, and
his solos were often filled with unexpected twists and turns.

Levene's influence on The Clash can be heard on the band's debut album,
which was released in 1977. The album is full of Levene's trademark guitar
work, and his playing is particularly evident on the songs "White Riot" and
"London's Burning."

However, Levene's time with The Clash was short-lived. He was fired from
the band in 1977, after a series of disagreements with the other members.
Levene went on to form the band Public Image Ltd. with John Lydon, but
he has never achieved the same level of success as he did with The Clash.

Despite his brief tenure with The Clash, Levene's influence on the band is
still felt today. His guitar playing was a major factor in the development of
the band's sound, and his songs have inspired generations of musicians.

Keith Levene is a true unsung hero of punk rock. His guitar playing was
essential to the development of The Clash's sound, and his songs have
inspired generations of musicians. Despite his brief time with the band, his
legacy will continue to live on for years to come.

Recommended Reading

= Keith Levene biography

= Keith Levene: The Clash guitarist who slipped through the cracks



= The Clash: The greatest band in the world
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