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In the realm of literature, poetry holds a unique power to capture the
essence of human existence, delving into the depths of our emotions,
thoughts, and experiences. 'Practicing The Truth,' an enthralling collection
of contemporary poetry from Autumn House Poetry, offers a profound and
timely exploration of the multifaceted nature of truth, unveiling its many
layers and nuances.

This captivating anthology brings together a chorus of diverse voices, each
with a distinct perspective on what it means to practice the truth. Through a
rich tapestry of poetic styles and forms, the contributors embark on a
journey of self-discovery, introspection, and social commentary, inviting
readers to question their own understanding of reality.

Exploring Identity and Memory

At its core, 'Practicing The Truth' explores the intricate relationship between
identity and memory. In "Self-Portrait as Elegy," A.E. Stallings crafts a
poignant meditation on the passage of time and the fragmented nature of
personal history:
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“I am the one who remembers, the one who forgets the names
of the dead, the dates of the wars.”

Here, Stallings captures the bittersweet interplay between memory and
loss, highlighting the ways in which our past shapes our present and
informs our sense of self. Other poems in the collection grapple with the
complexities of race, gender, and cultural heritage, delving into the ways in
which our identities are both fluid and interconnected.

Unveiling Social Truths

Beyond personal narratives, 'Practicing The Truth' also turns its gaze
outward, examining the social and political realities that shape our world. In
"The News," Jericho Brown exposes the insidious nature of racial bias,
drawing parallels between the atrocities of the past and the injustices of the
present:

“The news is a body broken over and over... So much worse
than dead.”

Brown's unflinching indictment of systemic oppression serves as a powerful
reminder of the ongoing struggle for equality and the need to confront
uncomfortable truths.

The Poetic Truths We Live By

Throughout 'Practicing The Truth,' the poets not only explore the nature of
truth itself but also demonstrate the transformative power of language and



the essential role poetry plays in shaping our understanding of the world. In
"Ars Poetica," Natalie Diaz reminds us:

“The truth is, we don't always have the words to say what we
mean, so we sing it.”

Through their skillful use of metaphor, rhythm, and imagery, the
contributors to this anthology illuminate the often-elusive nature of truth,
revealing its complexities and contradictions.

A Timeless Tapestry of Voices

Like a finely crafted quilt, 'Practicing The Truth' weaves together a diverse
range of voices, each offering a unique perspective on the human
condition. From the introspective musings of Mary Szybist to the
experimental compositions of Rae Armantrout, the collection showcases
the boundless possibilities of contemporary poetry.

By bringing together such a wide array of voices, 'Practicing The Truth'
creates a rich and multifaceted tapestry of human experience, inviting
readers to engage with a multitude of perspectives and discover new ways
of seeing and understanding the world.

An Immersive Literary Experience

'Practicing The Truth' is not simply a collection of poems; it is an immersive
literary experience that invites deep contemplation and emotional
resonance. The poems in this anthology linger in the mind, provoking
thought and inspiring further exploration.



Whether you are a seasoned poetry enthusiast or new to the genre,
'Practicing The Truth' offers a transformative and unforgettable journey. Its
poignant insights, evocative language, and diverse perspectives will
captivate your imagination and challenge your assumptions about truth,
identity, and the human experience.

Embrace the Poetic Truths

In an era where truth is often elusive and contested, 'Practicing The Truth'
stands as a beacon of clarity and introspection. By offering a kaleidoscope
of poetic voices, this anthology empowers us to engage with the
complexities of truth, both personal and universal.

Embrace the poetic truths that await you within the pages of 'Practicing The
Truth.' Let the words of these extraordinary poets guide you on a journey of
self-discovery, social awareness, and profound literary delight.
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