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Maps are not just representations of the world; they are active participants
in our understanding of it. They shape our perceptions of space and time,
and they influence our decisions about how to live in the world.

In his new book, Thinking With Maps, Denis Wood argues that spatial
thinking is essential for understanding the world around us. He shows how
maps can be used to visualize complex data, solve problems, and make
better decisions.

What is Spatial Thinking?

Spatial thinking is the ability to think about the world in terms of space and
relationships. It involves being able to visualize objects in three dimensions,
understand how they are related to each other, and reason about their
movement and interactions.
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Spatial thinking is a critical skill for many different fields, including
geography, architecture, engineering, and computer science. It is also
essential for everyday tasks, such as navigating our environment and
understanding the news.

How Maps Can Help Us Think Spatially

Maps are a powerful tool for spatial thinking. They allow us to visualize
complex data in a way that makes it easier to understand. By representing
the world in a two-dimensional format, maps can help us to see patterns
and relationships that would be difficult to detect otherwise.

Maps can also be used to solve problems. For example, a map can be
used to plan a route, design a building, or locate a lost object. Maps can
also be used to communicate information, such as the location of a natural
disaster or the spread of a disease.

The Importance of Spatial Thinking

Spatial thinking is essential for understanding the world around us. It helps
us to make sense of our environment, solve problems, and make better
decisions.

In a world that is becoming increasingly complex and interconnected,
spatial thinking is more important than ever before. By understanding how
maps can help us think spatially, we can gain a deeper understanding of
the world and make better choices about how to live in it.

Thinking With Maps is a timely and important book that provides a
comprehensive overview of spatial thinking. Wood shows how maps can be
used to visualize complex data, solve problems, and make better decisions.



He also argues that spatial thinking is essential for understanding the world
around us.

Thinking With Maps is a valuable resource for anyone who wants to learn
more about spatial thinking. It is a must-read for geographers, architects,
engineers, computer scientists, and anyone else who wants to understand
the world around them.
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