
The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui: A Modern
Classic
By Bertolt Brecht

The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui is a modern classic that tells the story of
Arturo Ui, a small-time gangster who rises to power through violence and
intimidation. The play is a thinly veiled allegory of the rise of Adolf Hitler,
and it has been hailed as one of the most powerful and insightful political
dramas ever written.
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Brecht wrote The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui in 1941, while he was in exile
from Nazi Germany. The play was first performed in Zurich in 1945, and it
has since been translated into more than 30 languages and performed
countless times around the world.
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The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui is a complex and challenging play, but it is
also a deeply rewarding one. Brecht's use of allegory and satire allows him
to explore the dangers of fascism and the importance of resistance. The
play is a reminder that even the most evil regimes can be overthrown, if
only we have the courage to stand up to them.

Characters

Arturo Ui: A small-time gangster who rises to power through violence
and intimidation. He is a thinly veiled allegory of Adolf Hitler.

Ernesto Roma: Ui's right-hand man. He is a loyal and ruthless follower.

Giuseppe Givola: A wealthy businessman who supports Ui's rise to
power. He is a symbol of the wealthy and powerful who support
fascism.

Dogsborough: A police chief who is unable to stop Ui's rise to power.
He is a symbol of the weakness of the state in the face of fascism.

The Cauliflower Trust: A group of businessmen who are opposed to
Ui's rise to power. They are a symbol of the resistance to fascism.

Themes

The dangers of fascism

The importance of resistance

The role of the wealthy and powerful in supporting fascism

The weakness of the state in the face of fascism

Analysis



The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui is a complex and challenging play, but it is
also a deeply rewarding one. Brecht's use of allegory and satire allows him
to explore the dangers of fascism and the importance of resistance. The
play is a reminder that even the most evil regimes can be overthrown, if
only we have the courage to stand up to them.

Brecht's use of allegory is particularly effective in The Resistible Rise of
Arturo Ui. By setting the play in a fictionalized version of Chicago, Brecht is
able to create a distance between the audience and the events of the play.
This distance allows the audience to see the dangers of fascism more
clearly, without being overwhelmed by the emotions of the moment.

Brecht's use of satire is also effective in The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui. By
poking fun at the Nazis, Brecht is able to expose their weaknesses and
make them seem less threatening. This satire helps the audience to see
the Nazis for what they really are: a bunch of thugs and criminals.

The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui is a powerful and insightful play that has
stood the test of time. It is a reminder of the dangers of fascism and the
importance of resistance. The play is a must-read for anyone who wants to
understand the history of the 20th century and the challenges that we face
today.

Reviews

"The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui is a masterpiece of political theater.
Brecht's use of allegory and satire is brilliant, and the play's message is as
relevant today as it was when it was first written." - The New York Times



"The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui is a powerful and disturbing play that will
stay with you long after you've seen it." - The Guardian

"The Resistible Rise of Arturo Ui is a must-see for anyone who wants to
understand the dangers of fascism." - The Washington Post
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