The Eyes Have It: A Comprehensive
Examination of Every Mention of Eyes and
Vision in Shakespeare's Work

The human eye is a fascinating organ. It is the window to our soul and the
gateway to our understanding of the world around us. It is no wonder, then,
that eyes and vision have been a popular subject of study for artists,
philosophers, and scientists throughout history.

One of the most famous writers to explore the significance of eyes and
vision was William Shakespeare. Throughout his plays and poems,
Shakespeare makes frequent references to the eyes, using them as a
powerful tool to convey character, emotion, and theme.
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In this essay, we will take a closer look at the many ways in which
Shakespeare uses eyes and vision in his work. We will explore the
symbolism of eyes, the role of vision in character development, and the use
of eyes as a literary device.

The Symbolism of Eyes

In Shakespeare's work, eyes are often used as a symbol of:

= Insight and understanding: Eyes are the gateway to the soul, and
they can reveal a person's true thoughts and feelings.

= Love and desire: Eyes can be a powerful expression of love and
desire. When two people look into each other's eyes, they are sharing
a moment of intimacy and connection.

= Jealousy and envy: Eyes can also be a source of jealousy and envy.
When someone looks at another person with covetous eyes, they are
expressing a desire to possess what that person has.

= Guilt and shame: Eyes can be a mirror to the soul, and they can
reflect a person's guilt and shame. When someone is ashamed of
something, they may try to avoid eye contact with others.

= Death: Eyes are often associated with death. When someone dies,
their eyes are often described as being glazed or vacant.

Shakespeare's use of eyes as a symbol is complex and multifaceted. By
paying close attention to the way in which he uses eyes in his work, we can
gain a deeper understanding of his characters and his themes.

The Role of Vision in Character Development



Eyes are not only a symbol in Shakespeare's work; they also play an
important role in character development. By observing the way in which
characters see the world, we can learn a great deal about their
personalities and motivations.

For example, in the play Hamlet, the title character is a young man who is
deeply affected by the death of his father. Hamlet's grief and anger
manifest themselves in his vision. He sees the world as a dark and
dangerous place, and he is unable to see the beauty and joy in life.

In contrast, the character of Ophelia in Hamlet is a young woman who is full
of life and love. Ophelia's vision is clear and bright, and she is able to see
the beauty in the world around her. Her vision is a reflection of her youthful
innocence and optimism.

The way in which Shakespeare uses vision to develop his characters is
masterful. By paying close attention to the way in which his characters see
the world, we can gain a deeper understanding of their personalities and
motivations.

The Use of Eyes as a Literary Device

In addition to their symbolic and character-developing functions, eyes are
also used as a literary device in Shakespeare's work. Shakespeare uses
eyes to create a variety of effects, including:

= Foreshadowing: Eyes can be used to foreshadow future events. For
example, in the play Macbeth, the witches' eyes are described as
being "hollow and black," which foreshadows the dark and bloody
events that will follow.



Dramatic irony: Eyes can be used to create dramatic irony. For
example, in the play Othello, lago's eyes are described as being
"honest and true," but the audience knows that lago is a treacherous
villain.

Suspense: Eyes can be used to create suspense. For example, in the
play Romeo and Juliet, the audience is kept in suspense as to whether
Romeo and Juliet will be able to overcome the obstacles that stand in
their way. The audience's suspense is heightened by the fact that they
can see Romeo and Juliet's eyes, but they cannot hear their words.

Catharsis: Eyes can be used to create catharsis. For example, in the
play King Lear, the audience experiences a sense of catharsis when
Lear is finally reunited with his daughter Cordelia. The audience's
catharsis is heightened by the fact that they can see Lear's eyes,
which are filled with tears of joy.

Shakespeare's use of eyes as a literary device is masterful. By paying
close attention to the way in which he uses eyes in his work, we can gain a
deeper appreciation for his artistry and his skill as a writer.

Eyes are a powerful and versatile tool in Shakespeare's work. They are
used as symbols, as character-developing devices, and as literary devices.
By paying close attention to the way in which Shakespeare uses eyes in his
work, we can gain a deeper understanding of his characters, his themes,
and his artistry.
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