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Barbara Carney Coston's "Maybe An Ordinary Family" is a captivating and
emotionally resonant novel that delves into the complexities of family
relationships, the depths of love and loss, and the enduring power of
memory. With its vivid characters, heart-wrenching plot, and thought-
provoking exploration of themes, this book is destined to leave a lasting
impact on readers.

A Tapestry of Family and Loss

At the heart of "Maybe An Ordinary Family" is 80-year-old Beatrice "Bea"
Baxter, a matriarch whose life has been marked by both joy and sorrow. As
she reflects on her past, Bea embarks on a journey to unravel the secrets
that have shaped her family's history and the circumstances surrounding
the tragic death of her father, Monroe, when she was just a child.

Through flashbacks and present-day narratives, Coston paints an intimate
portrait of Bea's family. There's her mother, Stella, a strong-willed woman
haunted by her own past; her brother, Horace, a successful businessman
with a troubled marriage; and her beloved husband, George, who provides
a constant source of support and love.
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As Bea delves deeper into her family's past, she uncovers long-buried
truths that challenge her understanding of the people she holds dear. She
discovers hidden betrayals, unspoken resentments, and the ways in which
trauma ripples through generations.

The Enduring Power of Love

Despite the pain and loss that permeates the story, "Maybe An Ordinary
Family" is ultimately a testament to the enduring power of love. Bea's love
for her family, and their love for her, shines as a beacon of hope amid the
darkness.

Through their shared experiences, both past and present, the Baxter family
learns the importance of forgiveness, empathy, and the unbreakable bonds
that unite them. Coston explores how love can both heal wounds and
create new ones, shaping the destinies of individuals and families alike.

Exploring the Human Condition

Beyond its familial themes, "Maybe An Ordinary Family" offers a profound
meditation on the human condition. Coston delves into the complexities of
grief, memory, and the search for meaning in life. She examines how
trauma can shape our identities and the ways in which we can find
resilience and healing.

The novel invites readers to question their own relationships, family
histories, and the choices they make. It challenges preconceived notions,
provokes empathy, and encourages readers to reflect on their own lives
and the values that truly matter.

A Masterful Work of Family Drama



Barbara Carney Coston's "Maybe An Ordinary Family" is a masterpiece of
family drama that will captivate readers from the very first page. With its
emotionally resonant storytelling, complex characters, and thought-
provoking exploration of love, loss, and family, this novel is a must-read for
anyone interested in the human condition.

Whether you are a seasoned reader of family dramas or new to the genre,
"Maybe An Ordinary Family" is a book that will linger long after you have
finished the last page. It is a story that will move you, inspire you, and stay
with you for years to come.

About the Author

Barbara Carney Coston is an award-winning author whose work has been
praised for its emotional depth, authenticity, and insights into the human
experience. She holds a Masters in Fine Arts in creative writing and is a
member of the Association of Writers and Writing Programs.
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