
Dream Theater's Octavarium: A Literary
Exploration
Dream Theater's Octavarium is a concept album that explores the themes
of reincarnation, time travel, and the search for meaning. Released in 2005,
the album was a critical and commercial success, and has been praised for
its complex and ambitious storytelling. This article will delve into the literary
aspects of the album, examining its themes, symbols, and allusions.
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Themes

The central theme of Octavarium is the search for meaning in life. The
album's protagonist, a man named Nicolas, is a reincarnation of a previous
life, and he is haunted by memories of his past. As he travels through time,
Nicolas seeks to understand his purpose and find his place in the universe.
This search for meaning is a common theme in literature, and it has been
explored by many great writers, from Shakespeare to Dante to Melville.

Another major theme of Octavarium is the nature of time. The album's title
refers to the eight-year cycle of the solar system, and the songs explore
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different aspects of time, from the cyclical nature of life to the fleeting
nature of moments. Nicolas's journey through time allows him to see the
world from a different perspective, and he comes to understand that time is
both a gift and a curse.

Symbols

Octavarium is rich in symbolism, and the album's many symbols can be
interpreted on multiple levels. One of the most important symbols is the
octahedron, which is a three-dimensional shape with eight sides. The
octahedron represents the eight-year cycle of the solar system, and it also
symbolizes the cyclical nature of life. Nicolas's journey through time is
represented by the octahedron, and he comes to understand that life is a
series of cycles, each with its own joys and sorrows.

Another important symbol in Octavarium is the hourglass. The hourglass
represents the fleeting nature of time, and it is a reminder that life is
precious and should not be wasted. Nicolas's journey through time is
represented by the hourglass, and he comes to understand that time is
both a gift and a curse. It is a gift because it allows us to experience the
world and all its wonders. However, it is also a curse because it is
constantly slipping away from us.

Allusions

Octavarium is full of allusions to other works of literature, music, and art.
These allusions add depth and richness to the album's story, and they help
to create a sense of intertextuality. Some of the most notable allusions in
Octavarium include:



The album's title, Octavarium, is an allusion to the octahedron, which
is a three-dimensional shape with eight sides. The octahedron is a
symbol of the eight-year cycle of the solar system, and it also
symbolizes the cyclical nature of life.

The song "The Root of All Evil" is an allusion to the biblical story of
Adam and Eve. In the song, Nicolas is tempted by the devil, and he
must choose between good and evil.

The song "Sacrificed Sons" is an allusion to the Trojan War. In the
song, Nicolas is a soldier who is forced to sacrifice his own son in Free
Download to win the war.

The song "Octavarium" is an allusion to the musical composition of the
same name by Igor Stravinsky. Stravinsky's composition is a complex
and challenging work, and it is considered to be one of the most
important pieces of music of the 20th century.

Dream Theater's Octavarium is a complex and ambitious album that
explores the themes of reincarnation, time travel, and the search for
meaning. The album's literary aspects are rich and rewarding, and they add
depth and richness to the story. Octavarium is a must-listen for fans of
Dream Theater and for anyone who is interested in exploring the deeper
meaning of life.
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