A Journey of Resilience: Robert Ray and the
Indochinese Refugees of lowa

In the aftermath of the Vietnam War, thousands of refugees from Southeast
Asia fled their home countries, seeking asylum in the United States. lowa
was one of the states that welcomed these refugees, and one of the people
who played a key role in their resettlement was Robert Ray.
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Ray was a young lowan who had served in the Peace Corps in Vietham.
After returning to the United States, he was determined to continue helping
the Vietnamese people. In 1975, he founded the Indochinese Refugee
Assistance Project (IRAP),which provided refugees with food, shelter, and
other essential services.
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Ray's work with refugees was not without its challenges. He faced
opposition from some lowans who were concerned about the cost of
resettling refugees. He also had to deal with the trauma that many refugees
had experienced.

Despite the challenges, Ray never gave up on his mission to help refugees.
He worked tirelessly to provide them with the support they needed to
rebuild their lives in lowa.

Robert Ray's Early Life and Career

Robert Ray was born in 1946 in Des Moines, lowa. He grew up in a
working-class family and attended public schools. After graduating from
high school, he attended Drake University, where he earned a degree in
political science.

After college, Ray joined the Peace Corps and was assigned to Vietnam.
He served in Vietnam for two years, working as a community development
advisor. During his time in Vietnam, Ray witnessed the devastating effects
of the war and developed a deep compassion for the Vietnamese people.

When Ray returned to the United States in 1972, he was determined to
continue helping the Viethamese people. He founded IRAP in 1975, and
the organization quickly became one of the largest providers of refugee
resettlement services in lowa.

IRAP's Work with Indochinese Refugees

IRAP provided refugees with a wide range of services, including food,
shelter, clothing, medical care, and job training. The organization also
helped refugees to learn English and to adjust to American culture.



IRAP's work was essential in helping refugees to rebuild their lives in lowa.
The organization provided refugees with the support they needed to find
jobs, housing, and education. IRAP also helped refugees to connect with
the local community and to build a new sense of belonging.

Challenges and Controversies

Ray's work with refugees was not without its challenges. He faced
opposition from some lowans who were concerned about the cost of
resettling refugees. He also had to deal with the trauma that many refugees
had experienced.

In 1979, Ray was accused of mismanaging IRAP funds. He was cleared of
all charges, but the controversy damaged his reputation.
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Despite the challenges, Ray never gave up on his mission to help refugees.
He continued to work with refugees until his death in 2003.

Robert Ray's Legacy

Robert Ray was a tireless advocate for refugees. He dedicated his life to
helping refugees rebuild their lives in lowa. His work made a lasting
difference in the lives of thousands of people.

Ray's legacy continues today. IRAP is still providing services to refugees in
lowa. The organization is now known as the Robert D. Ray Asian Family
Center.

Ray's story is an inspiration to us all. He showed us that one person can
make a difference in the world. He also showed us that refugees are not a
burden, but an asset to our communities.

Robert Ray was a remarkable man who dedicated his life to helping others.
His work with refugees is a testament to the power of compassion and
determination.

Ray's legacy continues today. IRAP is still providing services to refugees in
lowa, and his story continues to inspire us to make a difference in the

world.
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